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Urban Arboretum is a series of photographs having for object not the tree in parks and 
arboretums, but the urban tree, this tree in front of which we pass daily and which nevertheless 
passes unnoticed in front of our glance. 
 
However, it is daily confronted with an environment evolving in a rhythm which exceeds it. 
Among buildings, electric cables and constantly changeable notice boards, the tree often lives 
as an uncalled-for presence. The way we treat it doesn't correspond to the romantic image 
which we have of the tree. The series Urban Arboretum focuses the tree in it diverse functions 
and in the alienated relation which we maintain with it.  
 
Human being, always in movement, always different, for the photographer the tree is 
nevertheless an object so sluggish as a still life. The intrinsic characteristics in the subject erase 
from then on a lot of problems photograph, in particular the problems so typical of the city 
photography. The tree as object possesses a powerful and varied internal structure, what 
makes superfluous any stage setting. A tree confines almost at once a space which surrounds 
it, so as to make evident the centring. 
A tree always having the same appearance, of some side as we approach it, the photographer 
doesn't have to care any more to opt for a frontal or side recording. Released from these 
constraints, the photographer seems to be able to dedicate himself completely to the purely 
visual aspect of the representation, to the lighting effects on sheets and on bark, in the set of 
the shadows, in the texture of the event, in the qualities of the photo paper. 
 
In Lucas Jodogne's work however, it is not these visual characteristics of the tree and the photo 
that jump in the eye. Quite paradoxically, it is exactly the stage setting, the centring and the 
position of the objective with regard to the subject that share the speedboat in its photos. 
 
It is not because Lucas Jodogne opted for a well determined system and strictly steady from 
start to finish, and because he would have applied to a city decoration which, fragmentary, split 
and chaotic, lends itself to it hardly, often even at all. What it makes, it is to invert the logic 
which we expect in this project. 
 
To him, it is thus a question well and truly of centring, of staging, of choosing an angle and it 
according to the landscape; the tree is represented only apparently diverse. This variety - Every 
tree is photographed in a different way-, is the logical continuation of the drop also logic of the 
face in the background, the process inherent to the photography of trees in an urban context. 
This approach of the subject would have been able to reduce the tree to the state of anecdote, 
by chance gleaned local color. Now, at Lucas Jodogne, such is not the case. Because this 
artist brings to light above all the integration of the tree in the landscape, contrary to number of 
contemporaries who offer the confrontation between the nature and the culture.  
 
In its work, the tree all around of which everything evolves is not literally in the center of the 
image. Lucas Jodogne doesn't photograph trees without more, but trees in their membership in 
the city landscapes. Henceforth useless, from then on, to clarify the subject of the series: it is 
the tree itself which changes the whole photo, and it is there that its essential function lives. 
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BiographBiographBiographBiography ofy ofy ofy of    Lucas JodogneLucas JodogneLucas JodogneLucas Jodogne 
Born in 1959 in Hasselt, Belgium. Lives and works in Brussels and Singapore. 
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Urban Arboretum, Andre Simoens Gallery, Knokke, Belgium 
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Ici et maintenant, Espace Nord 251, Tour &Taxis, Bruxelles, Belgium 
Dépaysagé, Orion gallery, Oostende, Belgium 
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Bruxelles by light, KBC Gallery, Brussels, Belgium 
Invitation a la ville, Centrum Bruxelles 2000, Belgium 
3ème biennal of contemporary art, Louvain la Neuve, Belgium 
Bruxelles (een stad) in foto’s, Jardin Botanique, Brussels, Belgium 
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Cities on the move 4, Lousiana Museum of Contemporary Art, Humlebæk, Danemark 
Cities on the move 5, Hayward Gallery, London, Great-Britain 
Kiasma Museum of Contemporary Art, Helsinki, Finland 
Nokia Art Show, Singapore Art Museum, Singapore 
Imagining: Art of the 20 th century, The Art Gallery of Western Australia, Australia 
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TopoBelgica, Elzenveld, Anvers, Belgium 
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Nature Morte??, Museum Mertens-Kelens, Louvain, Belgium 
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Nature +, Galerie Maidstone Library¸ Great-Britain 
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1995199519951995    
Museum voor Hedendaagse art, Gent, Belgium 
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Altos verdes, Andre Simoens Gallery, Knokke, Belgium 
Fondation Hamesse, Bruxelles, Belgium 
1993199319931993    
Mariage A4, Municipal house Etterbeek, Belgium 
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Centrum de Ceder, Deinze, Belgium 
Galerie XYZ, Gent, Belgium 
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William Wauters Gallery, Belgium 
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Museum voor Fotografie, Anvers, Belgium 
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Boston Consulting, Bruxelles, Belgium 
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The Art Gallery of Western Australia, Perth, Australia 
National Bank of Belgium 
Codemer, Bruxelles, Belgium 
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Urban Arboretum, Lucas Jodogne, editions Merz, 2002 
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Collective catalogsCollective catalogsCollective catalogsCollective catalogs    
Nature morte??, Johan Pas, Ludion uitgevers 
Architecture of Fear, David Turnbull, Princeton, Great-Britain 
Jaarboek Architectuur Vlaanderen, Ministerie van de Vlaamse Gemeenschap, 1996 
Buiten & Binnen, Johan Pas, Koninklijke vereniging voor Natuur, en stedenschoon 
Agenda Vlaamse Gemeenschap, 2001 
Nature morte??, 1997 
Mois de la photo, 2004 
Kask gent 25 jaar, 1996 
The unseen Eye, Cicada Gallery, 1996 
Cities on the move 5, Hayward Gallery, Londres, 1999 
Cities on the move 6, Kiasma Museum of Contemporary Art, 2000 
Bruxelles by light, KBC Gallery, 2000 
Nokia Art show, Singapore Art Museum, 2000 
Bruxelles 2000, Uitnodiging aan de stad, 2000 
La conscience du monde, 3rd biennal of contemporary art, Louvain la Neuve, 2000 
Dépaysagé, Gallery Orion, 2001 
 
    
PuPuPuPublicationsblicationsblicationsblications    
Lucas Jodogne captures the bodiless Dragon, Singapore Architect, n°201 
Representation as detour; three anecdotes about Singapore Art, Art Asia Pacific issue, 
n°25 
Expectant Land, Singapore Architect, n°206 
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Technical specificationsTechnical specificationsTechnical specificationsTechnical specifications 
 
Technical descriptionTechnical descriptionTechnical descriptionTechnical description    
43 chromogenic prints framed 80 x 106 cm and 156 x 206 cm size, pasted-papered on Forex. 
 
    

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Specific conditions for the production and staging of the exhibitionSpecific conditions for the production and staging of the exhibitionSpecific conditions for the production and staging of the exhibitionSpecific conditions for the production and staging of the exhibition    
 
Contact Claire Bresson for further information on the financial conditions for the staging of the 
exhibition (key-in-hand exhibitions, works mounted and packed). Cession rights according to 
the exhibition nature. 
 
Global insurance value is to clarify. 
 
Return transport costs and customs duties must be covered by the borrower, as well as the 
insurance costs with our insurance provider (certificate with the agreed value and from when it 
is first hung to it being taken down).     
 
 
PublishingPublishingPublishingPublishing    
Urban Arboretum, Lucas Jodogne, editions Merz, 2002 
9 photographs, 10 pages, 30 cm x 42 cm  
No price. 
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Serie Urban Arboretum, extracts 
 

 
Tree shading a Tree, Chinatowm Busstation, Kuala Lumpur, 2001. 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
 

© Lucas Jodogne 
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Serie Urban Arboretum, extracts 
 

 
Park Construction, Shanghai, 2001. 

 
 

 
Victory Plaza Holy Tree, Bangkok, 2000. 

 

 
 Turnpike, Kuala Lumpur, 2001 

 
© Lucas Jodogne 
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Serie Urban Arboretum, extracts 
 

 
Central Business District, View over Reclaimed Land, Singapore, 2000. 

 

 
A12 Highway leaving Brussels, Belgium, 1999. 

 

 
  

 
 

© Lucas Jodogne 
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Serie Urban Arboretum, extracts 

 
 
  

 
Maidan Road Demarcation, Calcutta, 2001. 

 
 

© Lucas Jodogne 
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PHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPA is a private association (association law 1901) which promotes the creation 
and staging of contemporary photographic exhibitions within the European Union.  

In collaboration with the places that stage the exhibitions, PHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPA proposes artistic, 
logistical and financial support to the artists. It favours contemporary work by photographers 
residing within the European Union, without distinction of nationality.  

Partners have rallied round the PHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPA project and are working together to circulate 
the works and to organise round tables within the European Union.  

Artists' photographic works living in FRANCE, BELGIUM, SPAIN, GERMANY FRANCE, BELGIUM, SPAIN, GERMANY FRANCE, BELGIUM, SPAIN, GERMANY FRANCE, BELGIUM, SPAIN, GERMANY and HUNGARYHUNGARYHUNGARYHUNGARY 
are represented by our structure today. 

 

 

The structure is presided over by Dominique Marchès, exhibition curator and art centre director 
since 1972, and administered by Claire Bresson, from the outset of the project. 

 
For all information contact: 

Claire BressonClaire BressonClaire BressonClaire Bresson 
cbresson@photo-europa.org 

Tél : 00 33 9 54 22 38 96 
Tél : 00 33 6 10 28 97 58 

 


