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Here is an used, tense, fatigued world, but that does not die. A universe which remains dying, 
as eternal one twilight. Tired characters evolve with strength in fat landscapes in the saturated 
colors. Shaving lights depict those who, of an expressionless commonness, become an ideal.  
 
Gaël Bonnefon, young person studying to the College of the Fine art of Toulouse, redraws in his 
images this human tension which leads the idea of the effort, the state of threat of a break, an 
underlying relaxation. Not as a thoughtful act but to describe a simple apprehension of the 
existence.  
The subjects are crushed by an offensive light, surrounded by an environment become unreal, 
to see metaphoric, revealing them in a latent physiological intensity.  
 
In this newspaper opened to the dramaturgic atmosphere, the photographer demands 
nevertheless our awakening to be moved of the rabies to live without constraints of the 
protagonists, unmistakably because they possess the same strength, the same contained but 
present violence. 
 
 
They investigate the same universe, they share it up to the end, without precaution nobody it 
seems. In the limits of the enjoyment, the estrangement, the absence. The frequent custom of 
the back light and the overexposure also distorts the perception of things.  
 
The characters seem to lose the face, we do not see more than a mass in the human forms. 
 
Then places become us familiar, as so many spaces or brilliant and reassuring moments in the 
middle of a paradoxical brushing of the beginning of finishing century. But without moral 
attitude, nor judgment. Just conjugate in the course of shots the fate, the risk, the 
unconsciousness, the desire.  
 
Observer of an enigmatic everyday life, Gaël Bonnefon tells in its images its nearness to these 
heroes of one somewhere else float, hero who in a surge wake up in a black and a pure white 
or roam in a déclinante light. 
 
The used stage setting does not justify any more then the photographic act, the materials and 
the textures do not inform about a prospect, and the intervention of the story interferes maybe 
on the muddled experiences of the photographer.  
 
About Decline is the work of one year which crosses possible and unconscious situations for a 
fiction on places nomads, characters in perdition, events which escape any analysis.  
 
The mixture of sets and body offers a raw shape which obliges us, more than the images which 
claim to inform, to interest us in the reality of what we see, fragments of visible one seeming 
innocent. 
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BiographBiographBiographBiography ofy ofy ofy of    Gaël BonnefonGaël BonnefonGaël BonnefonGaël Bonnefon 
Born in 1982 in Foix, France. Lives and works in Toulouse, France.  
 
 
Gaël Bonnefon is actually in 5th year of Fine art 's school of Toulouse.  
 
On the occasion of the festival Rio Loco in 2006, he presented to the City hall his series Holy 
Louis with a video of 12 minutes. He prepares a personal exhibition today, Smell Stemming, for 
the Cultural center from Bellegarde to Toulouse, and will join a collective of artists to participate 
in the exhibition of October of Slaughterhouses.    
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Technical specificationsTechnical specificationsTechnical specificationsTechnical specifications 
 
Technical descriptionTechnical descriptionTechnical descriptionTechnical description    
42 chromogenic prints pasted-papered on Dibond. 
 
    
Color PrintColor PrintColor PrintColor Print         13 prints 20 x 30 cm size 

3 prints 30 x 20 cm size 
10 prints 40 x 60 cm size 
4 prints 50 x 75 cm size 

 
 
Black and WhitBlack and WhitBlack and WhitBlack and Whiteeee Prints Prints Prints Prints    6 prints 20 x 30 cm size 

1 prints 30 x 20 cm size 
4 prints 40 x 60 cm size 
1 prints 50 x 75 cm size 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Specific conditions for the production and staging of the exhibitionSpecific conditions for the production and staging of the exhibitionSpecific conditions for the production and staging of the exhibitionSpecific conditions for the production and staging of the exhibition    
 
Contact Claire Bresson for further information on the financial conditions for the staging of the 
exhibition (key-in-hand exhibitions, works mounted and packed). Cession rights according to 
the exhibition nature. 
 
Global insurance value: 28 800 € (Twenty eight thousand and eight hundred euro) 
 
Return transport costs and customs duties must be covered by the borrower, as well as the 
insurance costs with our insurance provider (certificate with the agreed value and from when it 
is first hung to it being taken down).     
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Serie About Decline, extracts, 2007. 
 

 
  

 

 
  

 
  

 

  
 

© Gaël Bonnefon 
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Serie About Decline, extracts, 2007. 
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Serie About Decline, extracts, 2007. 
 

  

 
  

 

  

 
  

 
© Gaël Bonnefon 
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Serie About Decline, extracts, 2007. 
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Serie About Decline, extracts, 2007. 
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Serie About Decline, extracts, 2007. 
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PHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPA is a private association (association law 1901) which promotes the creation 
and staging of contemporary photographic exhibitions within the European Union.  

In collaboration with the places that stage the exhibitions, PHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPA proposes artistic, 
logistical and financial support to the artists. It favours contemporary work by photographers 
residing within the European Union, without distinction of nationality.  

Partners have rallied round the PHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPAPHOTOEUROPA project and are working together to circulate 
the works and to organise round tables within the European Union.  

Artists' photographic works living in FRANCE, BELGIUM, SPAIN, GERMANY FRANCE, BELGIUM, SPAIN, GERMANY FRANCE, BELGIUM, SPAIN, GERMANY FRANCE, BELGIUM, SPAIN, GERMANY and HUNGARYHUNGARYHUNGARYHUNGARY 
are represented by our structure today. 

 

 

The structure is presided over by Dominique Marchès, exhibition curator and art centre director 
since 1972, and administered by Claire Bresson, from the outset of the project. 

 
For all information contact: 

Claire BressonClaire BressonClaire BressonClaire Bresson 
cbresson@photo-europa.org 

Tél : 00 33 9 54 22 38 96 
Tél : 00 33 6 10 28 97 58 

 

 


